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SUPERINTENDENT’S NEWS 
We are very late in the legislative session and there are three key questions that remain unan-

swered. One is the state’s budget; two is a school finance plan; and three is a tax plan to fund it all.  They 
are making progress on a school finance plan, but nothing has been approved yet. 

The current proposal is similar to the funding formula that existed before the block grant sys-
tem.  Funding will be based on enrollment and extra costs for things like transportation and bilingual 
education.  The proposed plan would put base aid per pupil at $4,006 and increase it by $200 each year for 
the next five years.  This is a step in the right direction.  However, I’m not sure it does enough when you 
consider that the base aid per pupil in 2008-09 was $4,433.   

With the new plan, our district will see an increase in the general fund budget of $25,000 but 
will see a decrease in our local option budget by $16,000.  This net increase of $9,000 amounts to no more 
than a rounding error in our budget.  There may be added funding for teacher training and mentoring as 
well as 4-year-old preschool.  So there is potential for this to be a good plan moving forward.  It must still 
be approved by the legislature, signed by the governor, and approved by the Supreme Court.  Until this 
happens, we are at a standstill on budget decisions for next year. 

The academic calendar for the 2017-18 school year has been approved by the board of education.  
The first day of school will be August 24th and will end on May 22nd.  The calendar can be found on our 
school district website. 

The countdown has begun and the senior class is preparing for their 
final days of high school.  The last day of school for students is May 23rd.  
School will dismiss at 11:00 that day and lunch will not be served.  This is a 
busy time with many activities and ceremonies to celebrate student accom-
plishments. 

Our senior class will have their final day of school on May 16th.  
We will celebrate these students’ accomplishments at the Senior Class Night 
on Thursday, May 18th at 7:00pm in the auditorium.  Commencement will be held at 4:00 in the main 
gym on Saturday, May 20th.  

The beginning of May marks teacher appreciation week.  
Our teachers work hard every day to make a positive 
impact on the lives of the kids in our community.  Todd 
Whitaker says, “The best thing about being a teacher is 
that it matters.  The hardest part about being a teacher is 
that it matters every single day.”  Please take a moment 

this month to show appreciation to the teachers you know.   

We are fortunate to have some great, experienced employees here at USD 350 with many years 
of experience.  The downside of this experience is that they feel they must retire one day.  That time has 
come for some of our folks.  Mrs. Suiter, Mrs. Cornwell, and Mrs. Staub will all be retiring at the end of 
this school year.  We are sad to see them leave, but wish them all the best in retirement.  There will be a 
special reception for them in the library community room on May 23rd at 5:30.  

The USD 350 Education Foundation supports our schools in many ways through scholarships, 
support for programs, and purchasing supplies.  The Foundation will be hosting an art auction fundrais-
ing event during Jubilee weekend.  It will be held at Gray Studio on May 27th at 3:00pm.  Artwork from 
USD 350 students will be up for bid.  Proceeds will go to the Education Foundation and a small portion 
will be given to the artists.   

The board is exploring the possibility of implementing a random drug testing policy for stu-
dents.  The goal is to help students make good choices and stay away from illegal drugs.  Testing is one 
way to address the concern.  The board will be discussing the issue at the May 8th board meeting and will 
possibly schedule a separate special meeting to take public comments.  School administration is currently 
seeking input from parents and students. 

As always, if you’d like to visit about any of these topics or have other questions or concerns, I 
can be reached at 620-549-3564 or meyerj@usd350.com.  I am proud to be a Tiger and proud to serve USD 
350 with Purpose, Passion, and Pride. 

-Josh Meyer – USD 350 Superintendent  



 

 St. John High School had the opportunity to 
offer several new electives this school year, and a 
handful of students did the unthinkable to the typi-
cal high school student: They elected to spend one 
hour every day writing. At a time of life 
when most students would rather under-
go a root canal than conceive of volun-
tarily undergoing the writing process, 
these students elected to take Creative 
Writing where they would work 
throughout the course of the year on 
composing their own original novels as 
well as completing another major pro-
ject: an autobiography. The autobiog-
raphies contain a compilation of 56 
writing pieces about themselves and 
memorable events from their lives. At 
the end of the project, students com-
piled their pieces, formatted them neat-
ly in Microsoft Word, designed a cover, 
and sent them off for publication 
through Lulu.com. Each student re-
ceived a paperback copy of his or her autobiog-
raphy, a project that ranged from 80 to 130 pages. 

 
 Some of the students struggled with the in-

tense demand the writing put on them throughout 
the year and said that they would only recommend 
the class to those who find a joy in writing and are 
willing to work hard. Most students were very 

proud of their final product and admit that it is a 
book they will cherish as they get older. Julia Tay-
lor, junior, stated, “Before this year, I wrote what I 
had to only when I had to. Now I have a new ap-

preciation for writing and the peace it brings.” 
When asked about the most challenging aspect 
of the project, Taylor said that it was “the way 
it differed from ‘typical’ school assignments. It 
took a little while to get adjusted to a creative 
writing sense instead of academic writing.” 

 
 Students are now focusing their atten-
tion on finishing up their novels, which will go 
to print at the end of the school year, and 
they’re eagerly awaiting being able to hold the 
final product in their hands, just like the auto-
biographies. 

New Elective  Class  Leads to  
Student Publications 



 



 



 
USD #350 Education Foundation  

Youth Creations Art Auction 
 
 The 2017 St. John Jubilee will have a new event hosted by the USD #350 Edu-
cational Foundation Board on Saturday, May 27th at 3:00 p.m..   The 1st Annual Youth 
Creations Art Auction will be featuring a limited selection of unique art items created 
by students of the St. John/Hudson Art Department.  Each exhibit sold at the live auc-
tion will be accompanied with a letter of authenticity signed by the artist.  Gray Studio, 
116 Main Street, will be the location of the auction with alumni, Brad Teager, gra-
ciously hosting as the auctioneer for the afternoon event.   
 The proceeds from the auction will be used by 
the USD #350 Educational Foundation as funds to 
support students and school projects such as: 

 Providing technology tools to be used in the 
classrooms. 

 Establishing the robotics programs for the high 
school students. 

 Purchasing necessary classroom supplies for in-
structional use. 

 Supporting the Farm to School Donation pro-
gram in providing healthy food for the students 
and staff. 

 Offering scholarships to post-secondary students. 
 Developing funds for future needs. No donation is too small for our child’s edu-

cation! 
 More information will be provided at the auction on the #USD 350 Educational 
Foundation and how you can play an important part as a donor. What a fun event to 
attend and to be able to invest in the St. John/Hudson students and school by provid-
ing funds for greater educational opportunities while they prepare themselves for their 
future endeavors!   
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Microsoft Word 2010 Certification 
 

 Congratulations to the following students for passing the Microsoft 
Office Specialist exam for Microsoft Word 2010 in Mrs. Kinnamon’s Com‐
puter Applications class:   
 

Riley  Burbank,  Kyle  Burke,  Brandi  Clark,  Taylor  Clark,  
Diana Dove‐Long, Olivia  Falk,  Seth Hathaway,  Joel  Ibarra, 
Mario  Ibarra,  Liam  Lanterman,  Ramsey  McVey,   
Luke  Mercer,  AJ  Miller,  Lazar  Popovic,  Jaden  Reed,  
Jackie  Rios,    Alexis  Valenzuela,  Anyela  Valenzuela,  
Remington Walker, and Tanner Wycoff. 
 

Microsoft Office Specialist  (MOS) certification  is  the premier credential 
chosen by individuals seeking to validate their skills and advance their ca‐
reers.  Microsoft Office Specialist certification gives you the tools to build 
a brighter future: 
 Achieve industry‐recognized certification 
 Learn the computing skills companies are looking for 
 Boost your workforce resume 
 Differentiate yourself from other applicants 
 Prepare yourself for a successful future 
   
  We are excited that we will be upgrading to Microsoft Office 2016 
for 2017‐18.    
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